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The Vortex - a sweeping timber-lined arrival
space at Bloomberg’s European headquarters -
forms the dramatic centrepiece of the building
designed by Foster + Partners. Conceived as a
workplace that brings 4,000 employees together
under one roof, the interior needed to support
movement, clarity and collaboration from the
moment people entered.

Within this sculptural, open-volume space, acoustic
control was essential. The project team integrated
Topperfo Micro panels to ensure the Vortex
remained both visually striking and acoustically
comfortable, aligning with the building’s wider
ambition to encourage connection and creativity.

Project Overview
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The Vortex is defined by its curved timber planes,
fluid surfaces and large open volume - a dramatic
architectural form but one that naturally risks
introducing reverberation and amplified noise.

The brief required the space to:
control sound pressure levels within a vast
atrium-like environment
avoid disruptive echo and ‘flutter’ common in
complex geometries
preserve the visual purity of the timber surface
support the building’s aim of encouraging
interaction and clarity

Any acoustic system needed to blend seamlessly
with the architectural form and remain visually
unobtrusive from all vantage points.

Design Challenge
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Topperfo Micro 3/3/0.5 (aw 0.60, Absorption
Class C, NRC 0.81)
Finish: American Red Oak

Products Used
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To meet this challenge, Topperfo Micro panels
were integrated across the curved wall surfaces,
supplied pre-numbered and categorised from the
Topakustik factory to enable precise installation by
Taylor Made Joinery.

Key performance details from the project
specification:

Topperfo Micro 3/3/0.5 (αw 0.60, Absorption
Class C, NRC 0.81)
Micro-perforations of 0.5 mm - virtually
invisible beyond close viewing range
Panels coordinated to align with the complex
geometry of the walls

The micro-perforated system provides broadband
absorption without altering the appearance of the
American Red Oak finish.

By working with the angled walls, the panels help
reduce reverberation time, moderate sound
pressure levels and prevent the build-up of
disruptive reflections typical in atrium-scale
volumes.

Acoustic Solution

The Vortex is clad entirely in American Red Oak,
chosen for its warmth, grain quality and ability to
accentuate the sculptural curves of the space.

Topperfo Micro panels were finished to match this
surface exactly, ensuring a continuous material
expression without visible acoustic intervention.

As shown in the project images, the uniformity of
tone and jointing reinforces the seamless visual
flow of the Vortex form, allowing the acoustic
system to operate silently in the background.

Material & Finish
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The result is an environment that feels warmer,
more composed and more conducive to informal
interaction - supporting Bloomberg’s focus on
collaboration and transparency.

Initial concept design for the Vortex 3D visualisation of the Vortex
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Project Outcome
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The completed Vortex demonstrates how acoustic
performance can be integrated into bold
architectural geometry without compromise. The
space remains visually striking while achieving a
softer, more controlled sound environment that
supports movement, conversation and orientation.

As stated in Michael Bloomberg’s reflection on the
project:

“This building is designed to encourage
cooperation and collaboration, and that’s
what makes for a successful business.”

The integrated acoustic treatment plays a quiet
but essential role in enabling that vision.


