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The Design Museum’s move to its Kensington home
required the transformation of a landmark
building into a contemporary cultural destination.
John Pawson Architects led the architectural
vision, developing calm, minimal interiors that
frame the museum’s exhibitions and public spaces.
To maintain this sense of sculpted stillness while
controlling reverberation throughout large open
volumes, the project team integrated Topakustik
acoustic timber panels, supplied and supported
by Acoustic Products, across circulation areas,
learning spaces and gallery zones.
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The museum’s interior architecture is defined by
broad planes of timber, clean lines and restrained
materiality. Within this palette, the acoustic
strategy needed to be equally unobtrusive -
delivering effective absorption without
interrupting the visual clarity of the design.
Large volumes, hard surfaces and a high visitor
footfall introduced the potential for excessive
reverberation, particularly in transitional and
public areas. Any acoustic intervention had to
meet performance requirements while remaining
visually cohesive with John Pawson Architect’s
minimal aesthetic.
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To achieve this balance, the project
team specified Topperfo Micro
2/2/0.5, a micro-perforated timber
panel system designed to deliver high
levels of sound absorption while
appearing visually seamless.

With perforations of just 0.5 mm,
the acoustic treatment remains
almost imperceptible at eye level.
The system provides an absorption
coefficient of αw 0.90 (Absorption
Class A, NRC 0.95), ensuring
effective reverberation control
across public areas.
Panels were integrated into wall
linings and ceilings to maintain
consistency throughout key spaces
while supporting wayfinding and
the museum’s overall spatial calm.

This approach allowed acoustics to
be embedded within the architecture
rather than added onto it - an
essential principle for the project.

Acoustic Solution
The panels were finished in Oak veneer, carefully treated with
a bespoke white-wash stain to reflect the project’s muted
tonal palette.

Particular attention was given to:
Grain matching across adjacent panels
Colour consistency between batches
Alignment and panel proportion to maintain the museum’s
disciplined geometry

The result is a finish that feels integral to the interior
architecture while continuing to perform acoustically across
varied spaces.

Material & Finish
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The completed Design Museum delivers an environment where clarity, calm and acoustic comfort support the
visitor experience. Reverberation is moderated without disrupting the purity of the architectural expression,
allowing exhibitions, learning spaces and communal areas to function effectively even at peak occupancy.
By combining micro-perforated acoustic performance with a refined material finish, the project demonstrates
how acoustic integration can reinforce - rather than compromise - architectural intent.
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