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The new auditorium at Headington School in
Oxford was designed by Lyons Sleeman Hoare
Architects to deliver exceptional acoustic
performance within a warm, contemporary
setting. For a school renowned for its performing
arts, the challenge was to create a space where
clarity of speech and richness of sound could
coexist seamlessly.

To achieve this, the architects partnered with
Acoustic Products, specifying Topakustik systems
to balance sound absorption and reflection
throughout the space.
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The brief called for a multifunctional space
capable of hosting everything from assemblies to
musical performances. Achieving this required
precise control over reverberation, ensuring the
room remained lively without compromising
speech intelligibility.

The architectural design also featured multi-
pitched ceilings and integrated AV systems,
demanding a careful balance between technical
performance and aesthetic integrity.

Design Challenge
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Topperfo Micro 2/2/0.5 – Absorption Class B, NRC
0.93
Veneered Solid Panels – Reflective ceiling panels
Finish: European Oak Veneer

Products Used
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To meet these challenges, two
complementary Topakustik systems
were specified:

Topperfo Micro 2/2/0.5 panels were
used across wall linings and sections
of the ceiling to absorb excess sound.
With an absorption coefficient of αw
0.90 (Absorption Class B, NRC 0.93),
they provide effective control of
reverberation and ensure clear
communication throughout the space.

Veneered Solid Panels were installed
as reflective surfaces at the base of
the ceiling, allowing sound to carry
evenly across the auditorium.

This combination of absorption and
reflection created an acoustic
balance ideal for both spoken and
musical performance.

Acoustic Solution
The brief called for a multifunctional space capable of
hosting everything from assemblies to musical performances.
Achieving this required precise control over reverberation,
ensuring the room remained lively without compromising
speech intelligibility.

The architectural design also featured multi-pitched ceilings
and integrated AV systems, demanding a careful balance
between technical performance and aesthetic integrity.
Design Challenge

Material & Finish
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The completed auditorium delivers a calm, high-performance acoustic environment that enhances
communication, focus and creativity. Students and educators benefit from a space that both looks and sounds
exceptional - a true example of how considered acoustic design can elevate learning and performance.

Project Outcome
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